St. John’s Lutheran School
663 Manor rd Staten Island, New York 10314
718-761-1858
Rosemary Palisay, Principal
2011-2012 School Year
Dear Students and Families,
Students are asked to bring the following supplies to school everyday: a Math Notebook; a Math Folder; loose-leaf, graph paper; a pencil case with numerous pencils, a pencil sharpener & an eraser (NO PENS); a scientific calculator; a ruler; a compass; a protractor; and headphones. It is the students responsibility to bring these everyday items to class, without them students cannot perform daily tasks and will be marked unprepared. 
Grading
The grading policy is that all tests, quizzes, & projects carry the same weight. A pretest will be given before the start of every chapter, the pretest will no be graded. The purpose of the pretest is so that the students can design their own learning goals and focus on specific areas more than areas they have mastered before. There will be a small quiz almost every week plus a test at the end of each Chapter/Unit. Tests will be announced 5 school days in advance. Quizzes do not need to be announced. If you are absence on the day of a quiz or test, a make up quiz/test will be issued. Absent the day before a test does not excuse you from the test.
Extra Credit
Extra credit is used to connect math to real world situations. Extra Credit should not be an alternative to a poor test score. Students should seek out extra credit prior to a test score they are not happy with. Extra credit must be approved before it is handed in, otherwise no points will be awarded. Practice problems and review sheets are just that and not considered extra credit. 
Homework
Homework will consist of watching a mathcasts (a 5 minute math tutorial), taking notes and answering a few practice problems. Studying and reviewing all previous work every night is also part of homework. 
Technology
In Math we use a lot of technology to help students work out problems and stay interested. Each child is required to have a gmail account to forward work  to and to work collaboratively on projects. It should be in the format of "first name, last name" or something similar, school work is considered professional, no slang or nicknames. If a student does not have an email account, please set one up by the second week of school. Without an email account they will not be able to communicate with the class. In math students use math blogs, they are interactive tool that  allows teachers and students to begin conversations or add to the information published there. Inappropriate use of this site will result in loss of computer privileges. Please see Technology  Agreement.
Studies show that parental involvement in a child’s education is one of the strongest indicators of student achievement. Each student receives a Math On Call (blue or Green) textbook to keep at home, it is a math dictionary that is complete with rules, how-to's and study tips. If you are not sure how to work out a problem, please consult this book.
Curriculum areas we will focus on this year can be found online:
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If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like to visit your child’s classroom, schedule a conference, or volunteer to help out, you can contact me at bvlicata
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Sincerely,
Brian V. Licata








 _________________________________ 
_________________________________
______________________________                                                                                                      
Parent's Name (printed)

                    
Parent's Signature 
_________________________________
_______________________________
Student's Name (printed) 


         
Student's Signature
 
